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ence, I have to say, on a personal note, thank
you for what you did in Haiti.

The President. Well, I am elated so far. Presi-
dent Aristide has done a fine job. And our
young men and women in uniform, some of
whom by the way are Haitian-Americans, have
performed superbly down there. I’m very, very
proud of them.

Looking forward to being with Governor
Cuomo tomorrow and talking about New York’s
future.

Mr. Riley. Okay.

Ms. Blackburne. Thank you, Mr. President.
The President. Thank you. Goodbye.
Mr. Riley. Thank you. I hope that you can

come by our studio one day.
The President. Thanks.
Mr. Riley. You take care.
The President. Goodbye.

NOTE: The interview began at 9:50 a.m. The
President spoke by telephone from the Oval Of-
fice at the White House.

Remarks on the Partnership for a New Generation of Vehicles
October 18, 1994

Thank you very much, Steve, and Bill
Hogland, Tom Denomme, Alex Trotman. Sen-
ator Levin, Senator Riegle, welcome, we’re glad
to have you here today. I want to thank all
those who have worked on this project: Sec-
retary O’Leary, Administrator Browner, Dr.
Mary Good, and Jack Gibbons, our science ad-
viser, and the Vice President.

This is a perfect project for the Vice President
and me to work on: all of his obsession with
the environment and technology and my indis-
criminate love of anything that has anything to
do with automobiles. [Laughter]

I listened to them talking about regenerative
brakes and fuel cells and ultra-capacitators. You
know, there wasn’t a single one of those things
on the three most important cars in my life—
[laughter]—my ’67 Mustang, my ’63 Buick Le
Sabre, and my ’52 Henry J. I could fix every-
thing on those cars, except when the hydraulic
brakes went out on the Henry J. Then I just
shifted down into first gear and ran into the
curb. [Laughter] But I’m going to have to learn
all this all over again.

When I realized what we were asking the
auto companies and the UAW to do in devel-
oping this vehicle that would triple fuel mileage,
it reminded me of this old Chinese proverb
about a businessman who goes to an oracle and
says he’s got a terrible problem. His abacus
counters can’t keep up with the workload, and
he can’t afford to hire any more of them. So
the oracle says, ‘‘Well, it’s simple. You should
just have each abacus counter grow another fin-

ger on each hand.’’ And the businessman said,
‘‘That’s a wonderful suggestion. How do I get
them to do that?’’ The oracle said, ‘‘Don’t ask
me. I only make policy. It’s your job to imple-
ment it.’’ That’s the way the Government’s been
talking to the auto industry for years. [Laughter]

But you saw these prototypes over there, cars
that weigh 1,400 pounds, 2,000 pounds, cars
that can get up to 100 miles a gallon—not com-
mercially viable yet, still a lot of technical prob-
lems, but people are working together and doing
something remarkable.

I have to tell you, the reason I believed this
would work—basically, there were two. One is,
as Bill said or maybe it was Tom, one of them
said, we have to do this. We simply don’t have
an option. If you look at what’s happening to
greenhouse gas emissions, if you look at what’s
going to happen to automobile growth through-
out the world, we have to do it. And normally
when free people with a lot of energy and intel-
ligence have to do something, they figure out
how to do it.

The second reason I believed it would happen
is because of what the automobile industry has
already done in the last few years. You know,
1994 marks the first time since 1979 when
American auto companies will sell more cars
anywhere in the world than Japanese cars. We
are literally back to number one in sales for
the first time in 15 years. If you look at how
it’s been done, there has been a remarkable
partnership, a partnership which we have tried
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to support and enhance, and I appreciate the
remarks that have been made about that.

If the auto industry can get to the point today,
after what people were saying about it 10 years
ago—I was in Michigan just a few days ago,
and I went out to Dearborn to the Mustang
plant there. And don’t laugh, I didn’t drive one.
I was safe. They were safe. [Laughter] But it
was amazing to me, the biggest problem that
I heard in Michigan is that too many people
are working too much overtime. Now, when you
consider where the auto industry was 10 years
ago, 6 years ago, that is what we call, where
I grew up, a high-class problem. [Laughter]

And it is a tribute to the massive investment
in technology, to the absolute determination by
labor and management to work together and
to increase levels of productivity to unprece-
dented levels, and to visionary leadership. It
didn’t happen overnight. It required a leap of
faith that was dramatic. It required these com-
panies to continue to invest, even in the years
when they weren’t making money. They did all
that, and if they did that, they can do this,
especially if we work together in the spirit of
partnership.

I was thinking the other day, rebuilding a
country is not that much different than rebuild-
ing the auto industry. People have to get to-
gether and quit fighting. They have to agree
on a common goal. You have to invest in the
fundamentals, educate and train people, and
have high standards. I feel very good about
where the country is going, and I feel very good
about where the auto industry is going, and we
just have to go there together.

If you look at what’s happened in the last
21 months, we have, as has already been said,

dramatically expanded trade in America and dra-
matically increased the efforts that this Govern-
ment is making to support the American busi-
ness community as we go into a global economy.
We brought the deficit down, reduced the size
of the Federal Government, kept inflation low.
We have 4.6 million new jobs now. And I’m
proud to report that in 1994, more high-wage
jobs have been created than in the previous
5 years combined, and well over half the new
jobs coming into this economy this year have
been at above-average income levels.

So America is coming back. We can do this.
But if you think about the long-run economic
development of the country, we can only hope
to continue to grow and prosper if we find a
way to do it that is friendly to the environment,
that enhances our natural resources, that permits
that elusive goal we call sustainable develop-
ment. This car can do as much to achieve that
goal as anything I can think of. And therefore,
it is as major a key to our future economy,
our strength and success in the global market-
place in the 21st century, as anything else we
can be working on.

I am very, very proud of what these fine
people have done on this project after only one
year. And we’re going to keep going until the
job is done.

Thank you very much.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:40 a.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Steve Yokich, vice president,
United Auto Workers; Bill Hogland, vice chair-
man, General Motors Corp.; Tom Denomme, vice
chairman, Chrysler Corp.; and Alex Trotman,
chairman and CEO, Ford Motor Co.

Remarks on the Nuclear Agreement With North Korea
October 18, 1994

Good afternoon. I am pleased that the United
States and North Korea yesterday reached
agreement on the text of a framework document
on North Korea’s nuclear program. This agree-
ment will help to achieve a longstanding and
vital American objective: an end to the threat
of nuclear proliferation on the Korean Penin-
sula.

This agreement is good for the United States,
good for our allies, and good for the safety of
the entire world. It reduces the danger of the
threat of nuclear spreading in the region. It’s
a crucial step toward drawing North Korea into
the global community.

I want to begin by thanking Secretary Chris-
topher and our chief negotiator, Ambassador at
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